
10th - 12th Grade
Summer Reading Book Choices

Choose ONE book for this school year that you have not read previously.
See the Raider Reading Journal for further directions

[Revised Spring 2022 by the English Department at Cardinal Ritter High School] 

Book Title &
Author

Description

1. Revolution is
not a Dinner Party
By Ying Chang
Compestine

This historical �ction follows Ling, a nine-year-old girl who lives in Wuhan, China. In their
review, Barnes and Noble explains that Ling “has a very happy life. Her parents are both dedicated
surgeons at the best hospital in Wuhan, and her father teaches her English as they listen to Voice
of America every evening on the radio. But when one of Mao's political o�cers moves into a
room in their apartment, Ling begins to witness the gradual disintegration of her world. In an
atmosphere of increasing mistrust and hatred, Ling fears for the safety of her neighbors, and soon,
for herself and her family…Will she be able to grow and blossom under the oppressive rule of
Chairman Mao? Or will �ghting to survive destroy her spirit—and end her life?” (Barnes and
Noble Review)

Review:
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/791602.Revolution_Is_Not_a_Dinner_Party?ac=1&f
rom_search=true&qid=fz6dp127O0&rank=1

2.  All the Light
We Cannot See
By Anthony Doerr

“Marie-Laure lives in Paris near the Museum of Natural History, where her father
works. When she is twelve, the Nazis occupy Paris and father and daughter flee to
the walled citadel of Saint-Malo, where Marie-Laure’s reclusive great uncle lives
in a tall house by the sea. With them they carry what might be the museum’s most
valuable and dangerous jewel.
In a mining town in Germany, Werner Pfennig, an orphan, grows up with his
younger sister, enchanted by a crude radio they find that brings them news and
stories from places they have never seen or imagined. Werner becomes an expert
at building and fixing these crucial new instruments and is enlisted to use his
talent to track down the resistance. Deftly interweaving the lives of Marie-Laure
and Werner, Doerr illuminates the ways, against all odds, people try to be good to
one another”.
Review:
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/18143977-all-the-light-we-cannot-see?ac=1&from_sear
ch=true&qid=p3XicoO5lC&rank=1

3. The Other Wes
Moore: One Name,
Two Fates

By Wes Moore

The chilling truth is that his story could have been mine. The tragedy is that my story could have been
his.
In December 2000, the Baltimore Sun ran a small piece about Wes Moore, a local student who had
just received a Rhodes Scholarship. The same paper also ran a series of articles about four young men
who had allegedly killed a police officer in a spectacularly botched armed robbery. The police were
still hunting for two of the suspects who had gone on the lam, a pair of brothers. One was named Wes
Moore.
Review:
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/7099273-the-other-wes-moore?ac=1&from_search=true&qid
=SH1NwsFqoc&rank=1
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4.  Bloodline
By Joe Jimenez

“In his junior year, seventeen-year-old Abraham learns how to drive a stick shift.
He falls in love for the first time. And he has been in three fights and suspended
twice, all before Thanksgiving. His grandmother and her girlfriend, the ones who
have raised him, fear for his life and the hard future that awaits him. "He needs a
father," his grandmother says. "He needs a man. I can't do this, Becky. We can't.
Not on our own."
Soon, his Uncle Claudiothe son with a fat police file who has hurt his mother so
many times is back in the house. Determined to make a man of his nephew, he
takes the boy to the gym and shows him how to use free weights and become bigger
and stronger. Meanwhile, Abraham's feelings for his friend Ophelia grow, and she
tries to understand why he fights. "This will end badly," she warns. "Nothing good
can come from this."”
Review:
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/27302727-bloodline?from_search=true&
from_srp=true&qid=PYwuuf9bQq&rank=1

5.  Orphan Train
By Christina Baker
Kline

This historical �ction tells the story of the American “Orphan Train” that carried abandoned
children across the country from 1854-1929. Children could either be adopted or “earn their
keep” in servitude. Throughout the novel, readers will get to know two young women who face
this kind of unsettled life—Vivian, an older Irish immigrant, and Molly, a young Penobscot
Indian. The author’s website sums up by the book as such: “Moving between contemporary
Maine and Depression-era Minnesota, Orphan Train is a powerful tale of upheaval and
resilience, second chances, and unexpected friendship.”

Review:
 https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/15818107-orphan-train?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=
4zVImc2OES&rank=1

6.  How Dare the Sun
Rise: Memoirs of a
War Child 
By Sandra
Uwiringiyimana

"Sandra Uwiringiyimana was ten years old when she found herself with a gun pointed at her
head. The rebels had come at night—wielding weapons, torches, and machetes. She had watched
as her mother and six-year-old sister were gunned down in a refugee camp, far from their home in
the Democratic Republic of the Congo. The rebels were killing people who weren’t from the
same tribe. “Good-bye, life,” she said to the man ready to shoot her. Remarkably, the rebel didn’t
pull the trigger, and Sandra escaped into the night. Thus began a new life for her and her
surviving family members. With no home and no money, they struggled to stay alive. Eventually,
through a United Nations refugee program, they moved to America, only to face yet another
ethnic disconnect. Sandra may have crossed an ocean, but there was now a much wider divide she
had to overcome. And it started with middle school in New York. In this profoundly moving
memoir, Sandra tells the inspiring story of her survival, of �nding her place in a new country, and
of her hope for the future. How Dare the Sun Rise shows the unrelenting strength of one
incredible young woman and her family, unveiling how she found a way to give voice to her
people & begin a path to healing through art and activism.
Review:
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/31751594-how-dare-the-sun-rise?ac=1&from_search
=true&qid=Vmj45N3pPM&rank=1
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7.  Tattoos on the
Heart

By Fr. Greg Boyle

“As a pastor working in a neighborhood with the highest concentration of
murderous gang activity in Los Angeles, Gregory Boyle created an organization to
provide jobs, job training, and encouragement so that young people could work
together and learn the mutual respect that comes from collaboration. Tattoos on
the Heart is a breathtaking series of parables distilled from his twenty years in the
barrio. Arranged by theme and filled with sparkling humor and glowing
generosity, these essays o�er a stirring look at how full our lives could be if we
could find the joy in loving others and in being loved unconditionally. From giant,
tattooed Cesar, shopping at JCPenney fresh out of prison, we learn how to feel
worthy of God’s love. From ten-year-old Lula we learn the importance of being
known and acknowledged. From Pedro we understand the kind of patience
necessary to rescue someone from the darkness. In each chapter we benefit from
Boyle’s wonderful, hard-earned wisdom. Inspired by faith but applicable to
anyone trying to be good, these personal, unflinching stories are full of
surprising revelations and observations of the community in which Boyle works
and of the many lives he has helped save”.
Review:
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/7090193-tattoos-on-the-heart?ac=1&f
rom_search=true&qid=r2RTmnTtrt&rank=1

8.  I’m Not Your
Perfect Mexican
Daughter 

By Erika L. Sanchez

“Perfect Mexican daughters do not go away to college. And they do not move out of their
parents’ house after high school graduation. Perfect Mexican daughters never abandon their
family. But Julia is not your perfect Mexican daughter. That was Olga’s role.
Then a tragic accident on the busiest street in Chicago leaves Olga dead and Julia left behind to
reassemble the shattered pieces of her family. And no one seems to acknowledge that Julia is
broken, too. Instead, her mother seems to channel her grief into pointing out every possible way
Julia has failed.
But it’s not long before Julia discovers that Olga might not have been as perfect as everyone
thought. With the help of her best friend, Lorena, and her �rst love (�rst everything), Connor,
Julia is determined to �nd out. Was Olga really what she seemed? Or was there more to her sister’s
story? And either way, how can Julia even attempt to live up to a seemingly impossible ideal?”
Review:
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/60011008-im-not-your-perfect-mexican-daughter?fro
m_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=MygPfPPER0&rank=2

9.  The Girl with
Seven Names 
By Hyeonseo Lee

"An extraordinary insight into life under one of the world’s most ruthless and secretive
dictatorships – and the story of one woman’s terrifying struggle to avoid capture/repatriation and
guide her family to freedom.
As a child growing up in North Korea, Hyeonseo Lee was one of millions trapped by a secretive
and brutal communist regime. Her home on the border with China gave her some exposure to the
world beyond the con�nes of the Hermit Kingdom and, as the famine of the 1990’s struck, she
began to wonder, question and to realise that she had been brainwashed her entire life. Given the
repression, poverty and starvation she witnessed surely her country could not be, as she had been
told “the best on the planet”?
Aged seventeen, she decided to escape North Korea. She could not have imagined that it would
be twelve years before she was reunited with her family."
Review:
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/25362017-the-girl-with-seven-names?ac=1&from_se
arch=true&qid=i4c5Jk0PWH&rank=1
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10.  The Naturals
(First book in the
series)
By Jennifer Lynn
Barnes

“Think The Mentalist meets Pretty Little Liars—Jennifer Lynn-Barnes' The Naturals is a
gripping psychological thriller with killer appeal, a to-die-for romance, and the bones of a gritty
and compelling new series” says the author’s website. Similarly, New York Times best-selling
author Ally Carter calls this book “Criminal Minds for the YA world.” This �rst book in a
thrilling series focuses on Cassie, a seventeen-year-old who is “a natural at reading people. Piecing
together the tiniest details, she can tell you who you are and what you want. But it’s not a skill
that she’s ever taken seriously. That is, until the FBI come knocking: they’ve begun a classi�ed
program that uses exceptional teenagers to crack infamous cold cases, and they need Cassie. What
Cassie doesn’t realize is that there’s more at risk than a few unsolved homicides—especially when
she’s sent to live with a group of teens whose gifts are as unusual as her own. Soon, it becomes
clear that no one in the Naturals program is what they seem. And when a new killer strikes,
danger looms closer than Cassie could ever have imagined. Caught in a lethal game of cat and
mouse with a killer, the Naturals are going to have to use all of their gifts just to survive”
(Goodreads.com).
Review:
 http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/13597723-the-naturals

11.  The Boy in the
Black Suit 
By Jason Reynolds

“Just when 17 year-old Matt thinks he can’t handle one more piece of terrible news, he meets a
girl who’s dealt with a lot more—and who just might be able to clue him in on how to rise up
when life keeps knocking him down. Matt wears a black suit every day. No, not because his mom
died—although she did, and it sucks. But he wears the suit for his gig at the local funeral home,
which pays way better than the Cluck Bucket, and he needs the income since his dad can’t handle
the bills (or anything, really) on his own. So while Dad’s snagging bottles of whiskey, Matt’s
snagging �fteen bucks an hour. Not bad. But everything else? Not good. Then Matt meets
Lovey. She's been through more crazy stu� than he can imagine. Yet Lovey never cries. She’s
tough. Really tough. Tough in the way Matt wishes he could be. Which is maybe why he’s drawn
to her, and de�nitely why he can’t seem to shake her. Because there’s nothing more hopeful than
�nding a person who understands your loneliness—and who can maybe even help take it away.”
Review:
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/21490991-the-boy-in-the-black-suit?ac=1&from_searc
h=true&qid=e7pS4d94we&rank=1

12. Firekeeper’s
Daughter
By Angeline Boulley

“Eighteen-year-old Daunis Fontaine has never quite fit in, both in her hometown and on the nearby
Ojibwe reservation. She dreams of a fresh start at college, but when family tragedy strikes, Daunis
puts her future on hold to look after her fragile mother. The only bright spot is meeting Jamie, the
charming new recruit on her brother Levi’s hockey team.Yet even as Daunis falls for Jamie, she
senses the dashing hockey star is hiding something. Everything comes to light when Daunis witnesses
a shocking murder, thrusting her into an FBI investigation of a lethal new drug.Reluctantly, Daunis
agrees to go undercover, drawing on her knowledge of chemistry and Ojibwe traditional medicine to
track down the source. But the search for truth is more complicated than Daunis imagined, exposing
secrets and old scars. At the same time, she grows concerned with an investigation that seems more
focused on punishing the offenders than protecting the victims. Now, as the deceptions—and
deaths—keep growing, Daunis must learn what it means to be a strong Anishinaabe kwe (Ojibwe
woman) and how far she’ll go for her community, even if it tears apart the only world she’s ever
known”.
Review:
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/firekeepers-daughter-angeline-boulley/1136619257?ean=97812
50766564
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