
7th - 9th Grade Summer Reading Book Choices
Choose ONE book for this school year that you have not read previously.

See the Raider Reading Journal for further directions
[Revised Spring 2022 by the English Department at Cardinal Ritter High School] 

Book Title & Author Description

1. Strong Inside: (Young Reader's
Edition): The True Story of How
Perry Wallace Broke the College
Basketball's Color Line
By Andrew Maraniss

The inspirational true story of the first African American to play college
basketball in the deeply segregated Southeastern Conference--a powerful
moment in Black history.
Perry Wallace was born at an historic crossroads in U.S. history. He entered
kindergarten the year that the Brown v. Board of Education decision led to integrated
schools, allowing blacks and whites to learn side by side. A week after Martin Luther
King Jr.'s "I Have a Dream" speech, Wallace enrolled in high school and his
sensational jumping, dunking, and rebounding abilities quickly earned him the
attention of college basketball recruiters from top schools across the nation. In his
senior year his Pearl High School basketball team won Tennessee's first
racially-integrated state tournament.
Review:
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/30008718-strong-inside-young-read
ers-edition?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=IxuMoPHOTH&rank=1

2. Somewhere in the Darkness
By Walter Dean Meyers

“Jimmy hasn't seen his father in nine years. But one day he comes back -- on the run
from the law. Together, the two of them travel across the country -- where Jimmy's dad
will find the man who can exonerate him of the crime for which he was convicted.
Along the way, Jimmy discovers a lot about his father and himself -- and that while
things can't always be fixed, sometimes they can be understood and forgiven”.
Review:
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/152098.Somewhere_in_the_Darkness?ac=1&fr
om_search=true&qid=yAxvobbtMR&rank=3

3. Gathering Blue
(Second book in The Giver series, can
also stand alone)
By Lois  Lowry

“It is a society ruled by savagery and deceit that shuns and discards the weak. Left
orphaned and physically flawed, young Kira faces a frightening, uncertain future.
Blessed with an almost magical talent that keeps her alive, she struggles with ever
broadening responsibilities in her quest for truth, discovering things that will change
her life forever.

As she did in The Giver, Lowry challenges readers to imagine what our world could
become, and what will be considered valuable. Every reader will be taken by Kira's
plight and will long ponder her haunting world and the hope for the future” .

Review:
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/12936.Gathering_Blue?from_search=true&fro
m_srp=true&qid=HeWKlmSWvu&rank=1
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4. Messenger
(Third book in The Giver series, can
also stand alone)
By Lois Lowry

“Messenger is the masterful third novel in the Giver Quartet, which began with the
dystopian bestseller The Giver, now a major motion picture.
Matty has lived in Village and flourished under the guidance of Seer, a blind man
known for his special sight. Village once welcomed newcomers, but something
sinister has seeped into Village and the people have voted to close it to outsiders.
Matty has been invaluable as a messenger. Now he must risk everything to make one
last journey through the treacherous forest with his only weapon, a power he
unexpectedly discovers within himself”.

Review:
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/12930.Messenger?from_search=true&from_s
rp=true&qid=O6O5mO5Caz&rank=2

5. Legend
(First book in series)
By Marie Lu

What was once the western United States is now home to the Republic, a nation
perpetually at war with its neighbors. Born into an elite family in one of the Republic's
wealthiest districts, fifteen-year-old June is a prodigy being groomed for success in the
Republic's highest military circles. Born into the slums, fifteen-year-old Day is the
country's most wanted criminal. But his motives may not be as malicious as they seem.
From very different worlds, June and Day have no reason to cross paths—until the day
June's brother, Metias, is murdered and Day becomes the prime suspect. Caught in the
ultimate game of cat and mouse, Day is in a race for his family's survival, while June
seeks to avenge Metias's death. But in a shocking turn of events, the two uncover the
truth of what has really brought them together, and the sinister lengths their country
will go to keep its secrets

Review:

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/9275658-legend?ac=1&from_search=true
&qid=J7nvCurvll&rank=1

6. Steelheart
(First book in The Reckoners series)
By Brandon Sanderson

“Ten years ago, Calamity came. It was a burst in the sky that gave ordinary men and
women extraordinary powers. The awed public started calling them Epics. But Epics
are no friend of man. With incredible gifts came the desire to rule. And to rule man you
must crush his will.
Nobody fights the Epics...nobody but the Reckoners. A shadowy group of ordinary
humans, they spend their lives studying Epics, finding their weaknesses, and then
assassinating them.
And David wants in. He wants Steelheart — the Epic who is said to be invincible. The
Epic who killed David's father. For years, like the Reckoners, David's been studying,
and planning — and he has something they need. Not an object, but an experience.
He's seen Steelheart bleed. And he wants revenge”.

Review:
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/17182126-steelheart?from_search=true&from
_srp=true&qid=CV2WO4wHzw&rank=1
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7. Firefight
(Second book in The Reckoners
series)
By Brandon Sanderson

“Babylon Restored, formerly Manhattan, may give David answers. Ruled by the
mysterious High Epic, Regalia, David is sure Babylon Restored will lead him to what
he needs to find. And while entering another city oppressed by a High Epic despot is a
gamble, David's willing to risk it. Because killing Steelheart left a hole in David's
heart. A hole where his thirst for vengeance once lived. Somehow, he filled that hole
with another Epic—Firefight. And he's willing to go on a quest darker, and more
dangerous even, than the fight against Steelheart to find her, and to get his answers”.
Review:
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/15704459-firefight?from_search=true&from_s
rp=true&qid=SapTLAwUDM&rank=1

8. The Lions of Little Rock

By Kristin Levine

“Two girls separated by race form an unbreakable bond during the tumultuous
integration of Little Rock schools in 1958.
Twelve-year-old Marlee doesn't have many friends until she meets Liz, the new girl at
school. Liz is bold and brave, and always knows the right thing to say, especially to
Sally, the resident mean girl. Liz even helps Marlee overcome her greatest fear -
speaking, which Marlee never does outside her family.
But then Liz is gone, replaced by the rumor that she was a Negro girl passing as white.
But Marlee decides that doesn't matter. Liz is her best friend. And to stay friends,
Marlee and Liz are willing to take on integration and the dangers their friendship could
bring to both their families”.
Review:
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/11699349-the-lions-of-little-rock?ac=1&from_
search=true&qid=6RlnJylpdy&rank=1

9. Code Name Verity

By Elizabeth Wein

“Oct. 11th, 1943 - A British spy plane crashes in Nazi-occupied France. Its pilot and
passenger are best friends. One of the girls has a chance at survival. The other has lost
the game before it's barely begun.
When "Verity" is arrested by the Gestapo, she's sure she doesn't stand a chance. As a
secret agent captured in enemy territory, she's living a spy's worst nightmare. Her Nazi
interrogators give her a simple choice: reveal her mission or face a grisly execution.
As she intricately weaves her confession, Verity uncovers her past, how she became
friends with the pilot Maddie, and why she left Maddie in the wrecked fuselage of their
plane. On each new scrap of paper, Verity battles for her life, confronting her views on
courage and failure and her desperate hope to make it home. But will trading her
secrets be enough to save her from the enemy?”
Review:
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/11925514-code-name-verity?from_search=tru
e&from_srp=true&qid=vbVNthYZTn&rank=1

10. Life as We Knew It
(Book 1 in Last Survivors series)
By Susan Beth Pfeffer

“Miranda’s disbelief turns to fear in a split second when a meteor knocks the moon
closer to the earth. How should her family prepare for the future when worldwide
tsunamis wipe out the coasts, earthquakes rock the continents, and volcanic ash
blocks out the sun? As summer turns to Arctic winter, Miranda, her two brothers,
and their mother retreat to the unexpected safe haven of their sunroom, where they
subsist on stockpiled food and limited water in the warmth of a wood-burning
stove.
Told in journal entries, this is the heart-pounding story of Miranda’s struggle to
hold on to the most important resource of all--hope--in an increasingly desperate
and unfamiliar world”.
Review:

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/213753.Life_As_We_Knew_It
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